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SENIORS PUBLIC TRANSPORT — PARKING ISSUES 

Statement 
HON ED DERMER (North Metropolitan) [10.14 pm]: I wanted to share this matter with the house, but 
particularly to raise this with the Minister for Transport, and I am very pleased he is with us in the chamber. In 
recent months I have conducted a survey around a number of suburbs in the North Metropolitan Region asking 
people for suggestions about how our public transport system could be improved. It was interesting that the most 
common suggestion that came forward in response to the survey—part of which took a tick-a-box form, but 
another part invited comments people may wish to make of their own initiative—and the most frequent 
indication I received of how the public transport service could be improved so as to encourage further use of the 
service was through improving car parking at railway stations. That was not surprising. By that I mean that it is 
quite widely understood as a need.  

Hon Simon O’Brien: And indeed we are doing that; a lot of it.  

Hon ED DERMER: That is good, and that is to be encouraged. Hopefully, it will be sooner rather than later and 
I look forward to that improvement.  

Hon Simon O’Brien: I will invite you to a few ribbon cuttings.  

Hon ED DERMER: Thank you. Something that I had not anticipated, and which I found a very interesting 
comment, was that which I received from a senior—it may have been more than one senior—saying that their 
problem is when they go to exercise the benefit of the free travel after 9.00 am, by then the available parking is 
generally fully occupied. I can understand how that problem would arise. The parking is by and large first in, 
best dressed, so if people arrive after nine, particularly Monday to Friday, it is hardly surprising that they will 
find the car parking occupied. I am hopeful that the minister can respond tonight, but perhaps if not tonight then 
tomorrow. This led me to ask the question, which I did this afternoon, trying to tease out the idea of whether it is 
possible to extend the free travel for seniors more widely than the confined time at the moment of between 
9.00 am and I think 4.00 pm. Is that correct, minister? What is the closing time for free travel?  

Hon Simon O’Brien: The journey at the latter part has to commence before 3.30 pm. It can extend after that.  

Hon ED DERMER: The first possible solution that comes to mind when people suggest that parking is not 
available to seniors Monday to Friday because it is fully taken by the time they go to exercise the option of free 
travel at nine would be to have some system of reserve parking—perhaps a sticker on a car.  

Hon Simon O’Brien: I might be able to help you out, if there is time tonight to respond.  

Hon ED DERMER: The other option that I wanted to explore was to look at extending the period during which 
free travel would be available. I am not surprised by the minister’s answer this afternoon suggesting that it was 
important to encourage a more even use of the public transport system by encouraging the free travel at a time 
other than non-peak times. I would ask the minister, in a totally sincere and constructive way, to exercise his 
mind and those of his advisers on this issue of how we can address the lack of availability of parking for seniors 
seeking to quite sensibly use the free public transport available to them after 9.00 am. 
 


